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See anything unusual?

Drew et al. (in press), Psychological Science
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Publica. También preside la Fundacion Instituto
de Investigacion en Servicios de Salud.

Dedicado fundamentalmente a la investigacion en servicios de salud. Sus principales
lineas de investigacion incluyen el estudio de las variaciones en la practica médica
(codirige el grupo de Variaciones en la Practica Médica de la Red Tematica IRYSS) +
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y ha participado en numerosas ocasiones como conferenciante o ponente de
reuniones cientificas.
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The invisible gorilla strikes again: Sustained attentional blindness

in expert observers

Trafton Drew!.2, Melissa Vo 12, Jeremy Wolfe!. 2

Try out the task!
How many cancerous lung nodules

can you detect?
Lung vessel (distractor)

Radlologlsts scroll through hundreds of these
chest CT images in search of lung nodules.

" Harvard Medical School
2 Brigham and Women's Hospital

23 radiologists searched through 5 complete CT
scans for lung nodules as we measured eye-
movements. In homage to Simons and Chabris,
we inserted a gorilla into the final trial and
measured inattentional blindness to the gorilla.

‘lH)‘

“Was this trial different than

any of the previous trials?”

“Did you notice anything
The gorilla would be unusual in this trial”

roughly the sizeofa B “Did you see a gorilla on this
matchbook in your lung. trial?”

Extending to Naive Observers

25 naive observers completed the same task.
Nodule detection was even worse. None of

them saw the gorilla. Gorilla Dotection
Missed

X Missed
Nodule Detection

Radiologists Naive Observers
83% 100%
miss rate  miss rate

Cued Gorilla Detection

Is the gorilla simply
invisible? 12 observers
were cued to location of  : s
the gorilla, that was
present on 50% of trials.

This error is attentional, not perceptual.

Inattentional blindness generalizes to
highly trained experts performing a familiar task.




